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SUBJECT: NATIONAL STRIKE CANCELLED 

REEERENCE: ROME 791 

1. SUMMARY: AS EXPECTED, THE CCU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
HAS CANCELLED PLANS FOR A GENERAL STRIKE. INSTEAD, 
TWO-HOUR ASSEMBLIES WILL BE OBSERVED AT ALL WORKPLACES 
DURING THE COMING WEEK. THE NORMALLY MILITANT CISL 
LEADER, PIERRE CARNITI, WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN ENABLING 
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THE SOET LINE TO PREVAIL. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN AN OCCASIONALLY STORMY SESSION, THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OE THE EEDERATION OF ITALY'S THREE LABOR 
CONFEDERATIONS (CCU) APPROVED A RESOLUTION WHICH, INTER 
ALIA, CANCELS THE NATIONAL GENERAL STRIKE WHICH IT 

HAD PROCLAIMED ON DECEMBER 17. INSTEAD, TWO-HOUR 
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ASSEMBLIES WILL BE CONDUCTED IN ALL WORKPLACES DURING 
THE COMING WEEK. THE PURPOSE OE THE MEETINGS WILL 
BE "TO CONFIRM AND DISCUSS THE PLATEORM CONTAINED IN 
THE NEW ECONOMIC DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO THE (CCU) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE." 

3. SOME EORTY TWO AMENDMENTS WERE OEEERED TO THE 
CCU RESOLUTION BEEORE IT WAS FINALLY ADOPTED. ALL 

OF THE AMENDMENTS, WHICH SOUGHT TO COMMIT LABOR TO 
A MUCH STIFFER POSITION TOWARDS ANY POLICY OF AUSTERITY, 

WERE REIECTED. THE AMENDMENT WERE OFFERED PRIMARILY 
BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF NORTH ITALIAN INDUSTRIAL UNIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THE GENERAL STRIKE WAS CALLED OFF LARGELY 
BECAUSE THERE WILL SOON BE NO GOVERNMENT AGAINST WHICH 
TO CONDUCT IT. TOP LABOR LEADERS WERE ANXIOUS TO AVOID 
THE APPEARANCE THAT LABOR INTRANSIGENCE HAD BEEN A MAIOR 
FACTOR IN BRINGING ABOUT THE DEMISE OF THE ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT. 

5. THE ROLE OF PIERRE CARNITI, CISL DEPUTY SECRETARY 
GENERAL, WAS A KEY ONE, BOTH IN THE FORMULATION OF THE 
"SOFT LINE" CONTAINED IN THE CCU DOCUMENT, AND IN 
ASSURING ITS ENACTMENT. GENERALLY REGARDED AS THE 
LEADER OF CISL'S MILITANT, INDUSTRIAL, FREQUENTLY ANTI- 
DC WING, CARNITI HAS ADOPTED A LOW PROFILE SINCE WINNING 
THE NUMBER TWO SLOT AT CISL'S NATIONAL CONGRESS LAST 
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JUNE. LOOKING TOWARD THE DAY, NOT LONG DISTANT, WHEN 
HE IN ALL LIKELIHOOD WILL SUCCEED TO THE TOP CISL 
POST, CARNIT HAS BEEN AT PAINS TO MEND HIS FENCES 
WITH KEY LEADERS OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 

6. AS PART OF THIS STRATEGY, CARNITI HAS COOPERATED 
INCREASINGLY WITH CISL NATIONAL SECRETARY FRANCO 
MARINI, THE DCS MAIN MAN IN CISL. ONE HEARS INCREASINGEY 
THAT CARNITI AND MARINI HAVE COME TO AN INFORMAL 
AGREEMENT REGARDING FUTURE CISL LEADERSHIP: WHEN 
CARNITI SUCCEEDS MACARIO IN THE NEXT YEAR OR TOW, 

MARINI WOULD BECOME HIS DEPUTY. 

7. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE PLAUSIBILITY IN THE RUMOR. 

THOUGH CARNITI AND MARINI HAVE FREQUENTLY BEEN AT 
POLITICAL ODDS, THEY ARE OLD FRIENDS AND GET ALONG 
WELL PERSONALLY. IT IS ALSO REASONABLE TO DEDUCE THAT, 

FOLLOWING THE POOR SHOWING OF THE CISL "MINORITY" AT THE 
JUNE CONGRESS, MARINI HAS DECIDED THE BEST WAY TO 
MODERATE AND GUIDE CISL POLICY IN A HEALTHY DIRECTION 

IS TO BE IN A POSITION TO CONDITION THE POLICIES OF ITS 
LIKELIEST LEADERS, CARNITI ABOVE ALL. GARDNER 
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